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SIR: 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In response to the Office Action dated 22 June 2007 applicants make the following 
remarks. 

The Examiner has required a restriction between the following groups of claims: 

Group I, claims 1-15, 17 drawn to an apparatus for disposal of hydrogen in a fluid, 
classified in class 422, subclass 177+; and 

Group II, claims 16, 18 drawn to a process for disposal of hydrogen in a fluid, 
classified in class 423, subclass 21 0+. 
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Reply to Office Action of 06/22/2007 



With respect to the above restriction requirement, applicants provisionally elect, with 
traverse, Group I, claims 1-15, 17 directed to an apparatus for disposal of hydrogen in 
a fluid. 

This restriction requirement is traversed on the following grounds. 



The subject matter of the two groups noted by the Examiner are related, i.e., both 
relate to disposal of hydrogen in a fluid. Such relationship suggests that there would 
be no undue burden on the Examiner in examining both sets of claims at the same 
time. 

Because the life of a divisional application begins to run from the filing date of the 
parent application, all such related applications will necessarily expire on the same 
date. Therefore, it is unreasonable to continue to apply restriction practice to 
applications, for what appears to be solely the purpose of collecting additional filing 
and prosecution fees. 

Applicants respectfully reserve the right to file divisional applications at a later date, on 
inventions not elected in this response. 
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